May 6, 2014

I asked him earlier: What is the first
thing these people will get? He said:
Lights. Naturally that is what they are
going to try to get.

Again, we appreciate them. And also,
Jo Ann Emerson, a long-time friend
and colleague on the House side, presi-
dent and CEO of NRECA.

In addition to donating their time
and raising more than $100,000 to sup-
port this electrification effort, the
group also trained local linemen, do-
nated power infrastructure materials,
and distributed humanitarian aid items
to these local villages.

I again thank the coops and acknowl-
edge them for how they are making not
only Arkansas better but also making
the world better.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,
today President Obama is doing tele-
vised events talking about climate
change. According to press reports, the
President is ready to pivot to the envi-
ronment as an issue.

Well, I also want to talk about envi-
ronmental stewardship today. I want
to talk about what is going on in some
of our States, where they are actually
doing something, not just talking
about it.

Today the Senate and Congressional
Western Caucuses are issuing a new re-
port called ‘‘Washington Gets it
Wrong—States Get it Right.”

The report shows how regulations
imposed by Washington are under-
mining the work being done at the
State level to manage our lands, our
natural resources, and to protect our
air and water.

More often than not, Washington reg-
ulations and one-size-fits-all mandates
do get it wrong. In the West we take
very seriously our commitment to en-
suring the health and viability of land,
wildlife, and the environment. That is
at both the local and the State levels.

Federal agencies such as the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and the
Department of the Interior like to
think of themselves as the ultimate
protectors of our Nation’s skies and
open spaces. But we have seen time and
time again that the work being done at
the State level is more reasonable,
more effective, and certainly less
heavyhanded.

Thousands of people are working
across the West to protect their com-
munities. These are people who live in
the West, not bureaucrats in Wash-
ington offices. Nobody is better quali-
fied than the folks who actually live in
the West, because they actually walk
the land and breathe the air—the land
and the air they are trying to protect.

So our report looks at the work being
done by State agencies to protect not
just the land they live and work on but
also the people who rely on the health
and safety of that land.

As this report demonstrates, extreme
regulations imposed by Washington un-
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dermine the work being done at the
State level, whether it is to manage
lands and natural resources, protect air
and water, or conserve species.

When we look at the work of these
State agencies—as the Western Cau-
cuses have done in this report—it is
clear that when it comes to conserva-
tion and environmental efforts, the
States do get it right. More often than
not, Washington gets it wrong.

It is time for Washington to stop its
overreaching regulations and the con-
tinual drip, drip, drip of mandates. It is
time for Washington to stop getting it
wrong and start recognizing how
States get it right.

The report has details about specific
things different States are doing, but I
want to mention four categories where
States are leading the way when it
comes to environmental stewardship.

The first is protecting species on the
ground. This includes conservation
policies that States are developing,
where they work with industry and
landowners to protect species without
hampering multiple-use policies; that
is, multiple use of the land.

Second, States are showing the right
way to protect our water, land, and air.
They are putting in place ideas that
are tailored to the needs of their own
communities. They are actually look-
ing at what is unique about their State
and the best way for people to solve
problems locally.

Third, States are promoting access to
fish and wildlife. States understand
they need to manage and protect lands
and waters in a way that allows for
public spaces to be enjoyed. That
means ensuring those spaces remain in-
tact for future generations. These are
called natural resources for a reason—
they are meant to be enjoyed by all of
us, not sealed off under Washington’s
lock and key.

Fourth, the report looks at what
States are doing right when it comes to
in-state scientific and support staff.
State agencies are employing thou-
sands of people who live in the commu-
nities they are trying to protect.

Who has more incentive to protect
the local environment? The people who
are living there, the people who are
working there, and the people who are
raising their children in these commu-
nities, or some bureaucrats locked in a
Washington, DC office? Who Kknows
more about the specific unique features
of a State or local area and what will
work best there?

The Senate and Congressional West-
ern Caucuses have put out this report
to highlight just a few of the State ini-
tiatives we believe are working. I hope
the President will take some time
today to not just talk but to actually
listen and to read our report and see
some of the ways States are getting it
right and Washington is getting it
wrong.

If others are interested and wish to
read the report, they can certainly find
it at my Web site, www.barrasso
.senate.gov.
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Madam President, I yield the floor.

——————

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF
THE CHAIR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess subject to the call of the
Chair.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:43 p.m.,
recessed subject to the call of the Chair
until 2:43 p.m. and reassembled when
called to order by the Presiding Officer
(Ms. BALDWIN).

———
THE ENERGY SAVINGS AND IN-
DUSTRIAL COMPETITIVENESS

ACT OF 2014—MOTION TO PRO-
CEED—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican whip.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President,
Americans understand the relationship
between affordable energy and a
stronger economy. They understand it.
They may not know all the numbers,
but intuitively they know in their gut
that affordable energy is critical to a
sound and strong economy.

Between 2008 and 2013, America suf-
fered through a financial crisis—a deep
recession, sometimes called the great
recession. There was nothing great
about it because it turned our country
and our economy on its head, and it re-
sulted in the highest level of unem-
ployment since the Great Depression.
Yet over the same period of time, U.S.
production of oil increased by 50 per-
cent.

Meanwhile, from 2007 to 2012, Amer-
ica’s production of shale oil increased
by an astounding 18-fold while our pro-
duction of gas grew by more than 50
percent. In fact, it is now projected
that the United States could well be a
net exporter of natural gas. The termi-
nals that were built along the gulf
coast and elsewhere to try to facilitate
the importation of natural gas are now
being retrofitted and turned around so
that the excess natural gas produced
right here in the U.S.A. is available to
export.

As we have learned, among other
things, this could change the geo-
politics of the globe. If America and
the rest of the world no longer depend
on the Middle East—and if Europe and
Ukraine are no longer dependent on
Russia—for their sole supply of energy
and oil, it could change the world as we
know it.

Well, as I started out by saying peo-
ple understand the relationship be-
tween affordable energy and a stronger
economy, nowhere else do they under-
stand it any better than in Bismarck,
ND, or in the Permian Basin in Texas.
Those are the two places, the last time
I checked, that had the lowest level of
unemployment in the country, and it is
not a coincidence. These are places
that are producing huge volumes of
American oil and natural gas, and it is
creating a lot of jobs in the process.

In short, even amid a difficult period
of economic stagnation, America has
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